
The Food Works Pavilion
Overview
Facility upgrades made to the pavilion at MHCM will create an 
innovative new museum space dedicated to the intersections 
of food, science, and society. This facility is footsteps away 
from the Hudson River and will provide an additional 7,000 sq 
feet of year-round exhibit and educational program space. 

$650,000
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Continued on back

Audience
Children age 5 through adults, seniors

Planned Activities
Year-Round Farmers Market
Our international, award-winning culinary farmers market was created 
to help alleviate local food insecurity in Poughkeepsie. By enclosing 
the pavilion, the Market can operate year-round, ensuring its ability to 
reliably connect families and City of Poughkeepsie residents with locally-
sourced, fresh, healthy food. The Market will also be the primary source of 
ingredients for all educational programs, workshops, demonstrations and 
a new café.

Cooking Classes, Demonstrations and Lectures
A critical part of creating a more food secure community is providing 
education about how to incorporate fresh healthy food—especially 
fruits and vegetables—into diets. By incorporating an instructional 
commercial-grade kitchen into the pavilion, we will be creating a space 
for nutritionists, chefs and medical experts to share knowledge about how 
to create amazing food that supports health. A teaching kitchen also uses 
media screens to display cooking programs and allows students to record 
themselves explaining the process of making meals.

Workshops for Children, Families, and Adults
Experimenting with food—from growing it to preparing it—is fascinating 
for people of all ages. Workshops conducted by museum educators 
will introduce concepts and techniques on topics ranging from vertical 
gardening to vegetarian cooking to home composting.
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Culinary Makerspace
A culinary makerspace offers opportunities for museum visitors to practice 
cleaning, cutting, storing and preparing meals using real kitchen equipment. 
The space includes an industrial kitchen complete with work surfaces and 
sinks, cook tops, ovens, a refrigerator, a freezer, a dishwasher, grill, mixers, 
commercial steamers, slicers and more. This unique space will create a one-
of-a-kind field trip destination for grades K-6.

New Exhibits
Development of the pavilion will allow MHCM to engage new audiences 
through community-created exhibits. This space will feature the work of local 
artists, students, farmers, scientists and other creators to highlight issues 
in local agriculture, food science, culinary arts, nutrition, climate and STEM 
careers in food production.

Community Convening Space
The pavilion will create a much-needed venue for hosting community 
conversations, meetings, and events. A new café and event rental program 
will diversify the Museum’s revenue streams.

Planned Facility Enhancements
•  Space Enclosure – polycarbonate overhead doors will allow for year-round 

use of space

• Installation of instructional commercial-grade kitchen

• Installation of blue-tooth connected overhead media screens

• Creation of maker, classroom, gallery spaces

• Lighting, AV, and overhead heating systems
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