Inspiring Today’s Learners.
Cultivating Tomorrow’s Innovators.

The Campaign to Create the
Mid-Hudson Discovery Museum

MHCM Mission:

To empower
children and
families
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It is TIME.

Time to create the Hudson Valley’s first
science center.

This is
AN INVITATION.
An invitation to join us in creating a
museum campus that ignites and inspires
the next generation of critical thinkers,
problem solvers, and innovators — a place
where learners of all ages convene to make
the world a better place.

MHCM Vision:

A world in which each
and every young person
develops curiosity,
confidence and self-worth

Inspiring Today’s Learners. Cultivating Tomorrow’s Innovators.
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Why Us? Why Now?
Named Hudson Valley Magazine’s “Best Museum” in
both 2019 and 2017, and renowned for our innovative
programming and community engagement, the
Mid-Hudson Children’s Museum (MHCM) has
become THE regional destination for families with
young children.

Trusted
As the only children’s museum in the Hudson Valley between
New York City and Albany, MHCM has become a trusted and
educationally rich environment through which children have
the opportunity to develop foundational skills, to advance
knowledge, and to strengthen interpersonal connections.

Small Museum with BIG Impact
Before closing temporarily in response to COVID-19 in 2020,
the Museum served the region and beyond - welcoming
80,000 visitors annually from 48 states and thirteen countries.
We ensure access to the Museum for families in need or in
crisis by providing free or discounted admission to over 11,500
guests each year, while also providing over 1,500 pre-school
field trips at no cost to children from low-income households.
As an attraction, MHCM generates $12 in local spending
for every dollar spent at the Museum, amounting to $5.5M
annually for our local economy.

“The Mid-Hudson Children’s Museum is an advocate
for children. Through our exhibits, programs, and
collaborative partnerships, we are constantly
responding to the current and emerging needs of
children in order to empower families and advance
the learning, health, and social well-being of
the young people we serve.”
Lara Litchfield-Kimber
Executive Director, Mid-Hudson Children’s Museum
Board Member, Association of Children’s Museums
Board Member, Museum Association of New York
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“The Mid-Hudson Children’s Museum is a powerful
force for social justice in our community —one that
levels the playing field and prepares all children for
academic success by ensuring that families from
all backgrounds and of every ability have access to
high-quality early learning experiences.”
Mary Sontheimer
Executive Director, Cardinal Hayes Home for Children
Treasurer, MHCM Board of Trustees

Innovative and Community-Focused

Heightened Urgency

In 2017, MHCM launched the Poughkeepsie
Waterfront Market, making us the FIRST children’s
museum in the nation to open a public farmers
market in order to make locally-sourced, farm-fresh
food more accessible to the families it serves. This
seasonal market offers free public programming on
nutrition, healthy eating, and meal preparation for
children and families.

Between 2012 and 2020, our onsite attendance
grew over 400% and now far exceeds industry
benchmarks for interactive children’s museums
in terms of visitors per square foot. Simply put, we
need more space.
In early 2019, MHCM began working toward a
major museum expansion that would allow us to
serve more children and older ages, while doing
something truly transformational for the region by
addressing one of its most pressing educational
needs: advancing STEM education.
At the time, we could not have predicted a global
pandemic, or its complete disruption of key social
and emotional support systems for children and
families. Now more than ever, we have a critical
role to play in our region to reconnect families and
support learning.

STEM Education is critical to
the future of our region.
The Hudson Valley is known worldwide for its trailblazing
work in the technology field. It is home to over 200
specialized manufacturing companies that support
aerospace, energy, lighting, pharmaceutical, food and
beverage, plastics, machining, semi-conductor and
cosmetics industries. But, it has no science center.
Science centers play a critical role in introducing
tomorrow’s innovators to STEM career pathways and
advancing science literacy to the public.
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Lessons from a Global Pandemic
COVID-19 has been a global story
of science informing public policy
in real time. Almost every field of
science, engineering and medicine
was involved in the response. We all
got to see how recommendations
changed as more data was acquired
and analyzed.

Scientists and engineers tracked the
pandemic, developed vaccines and
therapies, tested masks and upgraded
building ventilation systems. We
saw more than ever the importance
for the country of having talented
people in fields of epidemiology,
medicine, research, manufacturing
and engineering.

Moving Forward Despite COVID-19
Poughkeepsie Waterfront Market
At the height of the pandemic our farmers
market was deemed an essential business
and allowed to open early, making us the only
museum in the country to be able to serve its
community by safely connecting people with
fresh, healthy food.

The MHCM Peace Rock Project
We launched our first-ever community art
project to invite families to create words of hope,
encouragement and unity to be added to a new
outdoor art installation.

Science and Human Health
The global COVID-19 public health crisis
instantly underscored the importance
of science in addressing a critical threat
to world-wide human health. But, the
pandemic also revealed an enormous
need to rebuild public trust in science
and to increase science literacy among
our citizens. Science centers are among
the most trusted of all institutions.
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We have continued to support our community in this time of need:

Outdoor Pop-up Programming
MHCM developed a new series of themed, sociallydistanced programs designed just for our outdoor
open-air pavilion.

MHCM Lends its Support to the Larger
Museum Field in its Time of Crisis
As a board member of both the Association of Children’s
Museums (ACM) and the Museum Association of New
York (MANY), and as an appointed member of the
Association of Science and Technology Centers COVID19 Task Force, MHCM Executive Director, Lara LitchfieldKimber, has been centrally involved in the larger
museum field’s pandemic response.

Creating New Partnerships
USDA—With a $160,000 planning grant through USDA’s
Farmers Market Promotion Program awarded in 2020,
MHCM continued its visioning and business planning
activities for an expanded museum during its closure.
NASA — During our COVID-19 shutdown, MHCM created
a new partnership with NASA’s Goddard Institute for
Space Studies to conceptualize and plan for a new
mobile pop-up museum for older children on STEM and
space science.
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A Truly Grand Re-Opening
MHCM will reopen as a science center.
By integrating a transformed main building with a dynamic new space
in our riverfront pavilion, we will nearly double the Museum’s usable
exhibit and program space, allow the Museum to serve an expanded
age range of children up to age 12, and create a new learning center
dedicated to advancing STEM education for our region.
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Introducing the New
Mid-Hudson Discovery Museum
Hands-on Science Center
The Mid-Hudson Children’s Museum at 75 North Water Street in
Poughkeepsie will blend the best of our children’s museum early
learning experiences with an entirely new STEM experience which will
allow us to serve an expanded age range of children up to age 12.
New STEM exhibits will create opportunities for children to experience
science firsthand, explore current issues in science, and learn about
pathways into STEM careers. New hands-on educational programs,
including field trips, workshops and drop-in programs, will further
enhance STEM learning, support academic achievement, and reinforce
P-12 New York State Science Learning Standards.

Mobile Pop-Up Museum
It will be “STEM on Wheels” when MHCM brings science engagement
off campus and out to schools, libraries, camps, neighborhoods, and
community centers. MHCM’s Mobile Pop-up Museum will allow us to
significantly expand our outreach and science engagement activities
to the region for students in grades K-6.

Food Experience and Learning Center
MHCM is creating something that does not yet exist in the world of
museums – an interactive food experience and learning center that
connects visitors to science through “all things food”—from production
and agricultural careers, to the culinary arts and food science.
Enhancements to our pavilion, including a new commercial kitchen
facility and installation of 4-season overhead door enclosures,
will create a dynamic learning environment that will include: an
instructional demonstration kitchen, a year-round farmers market, a
culinary maker space and classroom, a café, and exhibit space.

Inspiring Today’s Learners. Cultivating Tomorrow’s Innovators.
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Mid-Hudson Children’s Museum
Forecast for Growth
Annual visitors
Year-round public space (sq ft)
Annual budget
Jobs (FTE)

Current

Projected

80,000

130,000

6,500

13,500

$1M

$2.7 M
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Expanded Audience
MHCM currently serves families with young
children ages 0-6. Creation of the new
integrated museum campus will expand our
programmatic appeal to older children up to
age 12, plus adults and seniors, allowing for a
significant increase in annual attendance.

Expanded Space for
Programming
With the addition of 7,000 sq. ft. of flexible
year-round public space, MHCM will more
than double its capacity for exhibits and
educational programming. Additionally, the
pavilion build-out will create an enhanced
venue for private event rentals.

Financial Stability
Greater attendance and a wider audience will
lead to growth and stabilization of earned
revenue, which will be sustained by increased
admission, membership, programming, and
facility use.

Job Creation
The new Museum will create an estimated 34
new jobs (for a total of 22 FTE, or “Full Time
Equivalent” positions).
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“This is not just a museum expansion, it is
a unique repurposing of space to create a
regional engine for educational, economic
and social development. Investment in the
creation of this innovative learning center
will prove to be the opportunity of a lifetime
for the Mid-Hudson Valley.”
Katy Dwyer
President, Katy Dwyer Design
President, MHCM Board of Trustees
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The Time is Now for a
Bold Leap Forward
Over the last several years, MHCM has experienced tremendous
revitalization and growth by focusing on three areas of strategic impact:
school readiness, health and wellness, and community-building.
Now, we look to provide even more educational opportunities for
an expanded age range of children to help more youth excel in an
increasingly complex technological and science-based world.
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Intended Regional Impacts
Empowering Youth
•	Connecting children with science and with
opportunities to explore the world around them
•	Creating new educational opportunities in
science and technology for traditionally underrepresented youth: girls, and children from
under-engaged urban and rural communities
•	Fostering scientific literacy early, creating
fluency in issues relating to science, technology
and health

Building Community
•	Promoting upward financial mobility in today’s youth by providing
opportunities to develop marketable technical skills
•	Creating vibrant, dynamic spaces for intergenerational engagement
and learning
•	Welcoming and connecting long time Hudson Valley residents and
newcomers alike

Planning for Tomorrow
•	Improving science literacy for all citizens
•	Illuminating pathways to careers in science, technology and
engineering for youth
•	Supporting teachers by providing out-of-school learning and
enrichment opportunities for students that complement classroom
instruction
•	Helping local industry partners connect with future workforce
candidates

Supporting the Local Economy
•	Contributing to the economic growth of the region through new job
creation, attracting public dollars to the region, and supporting local
businesses through purchasing goods and services
•	Helping to make the Hudson Valley region an even more desirable
place to live, work and play

Contributing to a Treasured Sense of Place
•	Celebrating the region’s longstanding role in technology, innovation,
agriculture and culinary science
•	Bringing to light the region’s important role in agriculture, food
science and culinary arts

Inspiring Today’s Learners. Cultivating Tomorrow’s Innovators.
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“I believe this project offers a significant and
transformative opportunity for the Mid-Hudson
region. It will be a place where youth and adults
can come together to explore issues, opportunities
and careers in science, technology, manufacturing
and health - a place where the next generation
of innovators is nurtured and inspired.”
Harold King
President, The Council of Industry

An Unprecedented Opportunity
for Our Children...and for All Generations
A Message from Our Campaign Chair
The expansion of the Mid-Hudson Children’s Museum is an
unprecedented opportunity for the Mid-Hudson region. As
a highly successful and truly regional institution, expanding
our mission will help to support and connect the entire MidHudson region and I am honored to serve as chair of this capital
campaign.
Inspiring Today’s Learners. Cultivating Tomorrow’s Innovators.
The Campaign to Create the Mid-Hudson Discovery Museum,
is an ambitious, thoughtfully developed endeavor conceived by
the leadership of MHCM. The initiative will create an unparalleled
educational opportunity that will honor the industrial history and
natural environment of the Poughkeepsie Waterfront site and
also address critical regional needs in advancing STEM education.
The result – encouraging and supporting curiosity and understanding of our natural world
while promoting economic and workforce development for the Mid-Hudson region.
Only through generous, widespread philanthropic support can this vision be realized. It is a
worthy investment that will pay enormous dividends for our community and for thousands
of people, young and old, who will be inspired by its programs. This is an investment that will
improve our region economically and socially far into the future.
As we launch our campaign, we are asking for your assistance in helping achieve these
exciting new plans at MHCM. We trust you will be among those who are willing to help us
realize this vision. We are seeking philanthropic support to fund the costs for the capital
improvements outlined in this document and will be able to proceed once we have the
support of community leaders and friends of the Museum.
On behalf of all who love the MHCM, a community treasure, thank you in advance for your
support of our work.

Daniel Freedman, Ph.D.
Dean of the School of Science and Engineering, SUNY New Paltz
Director, Hudson Valley Advanced Manufacturing Center,
Vice President of the MHCM Board and Campaign Chair
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The Campaign to Create

Inspiring Today’s Learners.
Cultivating Tomorrow’s
Innovators.

the Mid-Hudson
Discovery Museum

Our Goal: $1.5M
Our Objective: To help tomorrow’s innovators develop
confidence, realize their dreams, and improve their world.
Reaching our Goal of $1.5 Million Allows us to:

• Create the region’s first and only hands-on science center
• Double our educational program and exhibit space
•	Create an innovative food experience center—The Food Works Pavilion
—to advance education around science and food

• Create new mobile STEM programs
New Hands-on Exhibits

$700,000

Food Works Pavilion

$650,000

Facility Fund

$150,000

Campaign Goal

Campaign
Goal
$1,500,000

$1,500,000

Our Path to Success
2019

2020

2021

2022

2023

2024

Visioning and Planning Activities
June 2019 – July 2021
Fundraising Campaign
July 2021 – March 2022
New STEM Exhibit Development
July 2021 – March 2022
Pavilion Upgrades
October 2021 – October 2022

Grand Reopening
of Main Museum
March 2022

Grand Opening of
Food Experience
Center
Spring 2023
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New STEM Exhibit Experiences
$700,000

Overview
This project will see MHCM become the Hudson Valley’s
first hands-on science center - and in doing so, will provide
meaningful and memorable engagement for families with
children up to age 12.
The highlight of this exciting shift will be the transformation of
the Museum’s second floor into a vibrant and fully-interactive
exhibit gallery called Science Revealed.

Science Revealed will feature a collection of 16 new, world-class, handson science exhibits that invite guests into full-body physical exploration of
motion, air, forces, fluids, and electricity.
Exhibit experiences of Science Revealed will be complemented by new
educational field trip programs that support New York State’s Science
Learning Standards through grade 6.

Audience
Children ages 4 - Adult

Planned Exhibit Experience Zones
Motion: Through hands-on exhibits that playfully incorporate objects that
spin, launch, and whirl, museum visitors will explore the four basic kinds of
motion: rotary, oscillating, linear and reciprocating.

Air: Several open-ended exhibits invite visitors to experiment with how
various objects behave in changing airflow. Directionality, hovering,
spinning and other unexpected movements make air exhibits perennial
favorites.

Forces: Incorporating everyday objects—such as a slinky, sand or magnets
— into hands-on exhibits, allows for physics concepts such as friction,
magnetism, gravity, tension and applied forces to come to life.

Fluids: Tornadoes, vortexes and turbulence make for wonderful hands-on
exhibits that introduce fluid mechanics, the science that considers how
liquids, gases and plasmas behave at rest or in motion.

Electricity: Zap! Pop! Buzz! Some of the most exciting exhibits
planned for Science Revealed are those that feature electricity – the
phenomenon associated with stationary or moving electric charges.
See Planned Facility Enhancements on back
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Planned Facility Enhancements

•	Installation of new exhibition, Science Revealed; a collection of
16 new interactive exhibits on core science principles

• New overhead gallery lighting
• New flooring

Mid-Hudson Children’s Museum
75 North Water Street, Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
(845) 471-0589 • mhcm.org
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The Food Works Pavilion
$650,000

Overview
Facility upgrades made to the pavilion at MHCM will create an
innovative new museum space dedicated to the intersections
of food, science, and society. This facility is footsteps away
from the Hudson River and will provide an additional 7,000 sq
feet of year-round exhibit and educational program space.

Audience
Children age 5 through adults, seniors

Planned Activities
Year-Round Farmers Market
Our international, award-winning culinary farmers market was created
to help alleviate local food insecurity in Poughkeepsie. By enclosing
the pavilion, the Market can operate year-round, ensuring its ability to
reliably connect families and City of Poughkeepsie residents with locallysourced, fresh, healthy food. The Market will also be the primary source of
ingredients for all educational programs, workshops, demonstrations and
a new café.

Cooking Classes, Demonstrations and Lectures
A critical part of creating a more food secure community is providing
education about how to incorporate fresh healthy food—especially
fruits and vegetables—into diets. By incorporating an instructional
commercial-grade kitchen into the pavilion, we will be creating a space
for nutritionists, chefs and medical experts to share knowledge about how
to create amazing food that supports health. A teaching kitchen also uses
media screens to display cooking programs and allows students to record
themselves explaining the process of making meals.

Workshops for Children, Families, and Adults
Experimenting with food— from growing it to preparing it—is fascinating
for people of all ages. Workshops conducted by museum educators
will introduce concepts and techniques on topics ranging from vertical
gardening to vegetarian cooking to home composting.

Continued on back
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Culinary Makerspace
A culinary makerspace offers opportunities for museum visitors to practice
cleaning, cutting, storing and preparing meals using real kitchen equipment.
The space includes an industrial kitchen complete with work surfaces and
sinks, cook tops, ovens, a refrigerator, a freezer, a dishwasher, grill, mixers,
commercial steamers, slicers and more. This unique space will create a oneof-a-kind field trip destination for grades K-6.

New Exhibits
Development of the pavilion will allow MHCM to engage new audiences
through community-created exhibits. This space will feature the work of local
artists, students, farmers, scientists and other creators to highlight issues
in local agriculture, food science, culinary arts, nutrition, climate and STEM
careers in food production.

Community Convening Space
The pavilion will create a much-needed venue for hosting community
conversations, meetings, and events. A new café and event rental program
will diversify the Museum’s revenue streams.

Planned Facility Enhancements

•	Space Enclosure – polycarbonate overhead doors will allow for year-round
use of space

• Installation of instructional commercial-grade kitchen
• Installation of blue-tooth connected overhead media screens
• Creation of maker, classroom, gallery spaces
• Lighting, AV, and overhead heating systems

Mid-Hudson Children’s Museum
75 North Water Street, Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
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Charitable Gift Form
Yes! I/we would like to make a gift to the Mid-Hudson Children’s Museum Campaign!
Name (s)_________________________________________________________________________________________
I/we pledge a gift of $ _________________________________
Signature(s)______________________________________________________________________________________
Preferred mailing address ________________________________________________________________________
City_______________________________________________ State______________ Zip__________________________
E-mail_________________________________________ Home#_________________Mobile#__________________

My/our gift is to be paid as follows (please select one):
❑ Payable over a _________ year period (up to two years) beginning on _____ /______ /______
Pledge payments to be made: _____Annually _____Semi-annually _____Quarterly
❑ Credit card type___________________ Credit card number_________________________________________

Expiration date____________________________ Security Code_________________________________________
Name as it appears on card_______________________________________________________________________
Authorized Signature_____________________________________________________________________________
❑P
 ayment enclosed (please make check payable to Mid-Hudson Children’s Museum and indicate
in the memo section that your gift is for the “Inspiring Today’s Learners Campaign”)
❑ Payable with stocks/securities (call Lara Litchfield-Kimber at 845.471.0589 for transfer details)

I/we would like my/our gift recognized as:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
(e.g. Mr. & Mrs. John K. Smith)

Please check all that apply:
❑ I/we wish for my/our gift to remain anonymous
❑ My employer will match my gift – a matching gift form is enclosed
❑ I/we have included Mid-Hudson Children’s Museum in my/our estate plan
❑ Please send me/us information about including Mid-Hudson Children’s Museum

in my/our estate plan

Thank you! Your gift is tax deductible to the fullest extent allowed by law.
Please contact the Mid-Hudson Children’s Museum (giving@mhcm.org) for
more information or if you would like to make other gift arrangements.

Please return form to:
Lara Litchfield-Kimber, Mid-Hudson Children’s Museum
75 N Water Street, Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
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